
 The following is a transcript and original photos of a letter from Betty Dishman Gross (author of “Some Branches from the 
 Dishman Family Tree” to Robert Phillip Upchuch  (Upchurch and Allied Families major contributor). 

 They discuss the following family members: Raymond Gross Sr., Leelon “Lee” Dishman, Lena Gravitt, Burrel T. Dishman, Syria 
 Litt “Libra” Marsh, Silas M. Dishman, Elmiria Hancock, Granville Marsh, Catherine Lester, John Dishman, Mary Polly Morgan, 
 Thomas Hancock, Jane Morgan, Daniel Marsh, William Lester, Mary Polly Betram, Sinah Dishman, Jefferson Dishman, Lydia 
 Upchurch, Kizzie Dishman, Thomas Dishman, George Upchurch, Rachel Bethshares, Micheal Upchurch 

 Letter received: 17 May 1999 

 Robert Phillip Upchurch 
 6 Eagles Way Ln. 
 Lake ST. Louis, MO 63367-2240 

 Betty Dishman Gross 
 417 Paper Mill Rd. 
 Lancaster, Ky 40444 

 Phillip 

 Thank you for your response to my letter. I am sending you a Pedigree chart showing what I found so far. There are a lot of 
 dates missing because most of my info is from census records or family members. My dad died in 1983 but before he passed 
 away I spent a lot of time at his bedside. We talked about his childhood and his family that lived in Slickford, Wayne Co, 

 Kentucky. Dad gave me the names of his grandparents on both sides. Until this point I hadn't thought that much about 
 grandparents because my grandmothers had died before I was born. Both my grandfathers lived away from where we were 
 raised. I only remember my grandfather on my mothers side ever coming to visit us. I had met my grandfather on my dads side 
 but I really didn't know him, he was like a stranger to me. He died when I was about eleven years old. Mom and dad went to his 
 funeral but there was fourteen of us kids, to many to take out of state for three days. Well I guess I'm getting a little side tracked. 

 I wrote down everything dad could remember about the family. A lot of the names he gave me were nicknames and made it 
 challenging to say the least. As of yet I haven't been able to find a marriage license for my grandparents on my dads side. I 
 found Burl T. Dishman second marriage license and it shows that it is his second marriage. According to census records for 
 1870 it shows that Litt's given name was Libra Marsh (Burl's first wife). 

 Jumping back a couple more generations John's mother had three children, the first died in infancy. I've looked for a marriage 
 license in the counties surrounding Wayne Co,Ky where John and his siblings were born but can find one. I'm not sure if she 
 married a Dishman or if children born out of wedlock. Sinah (Sine), John's mother then married a Riley Brown and they had one 
 child. I found Siney and Riley in Wayne County Cemeteries but it doesn't have any dates. 

 Moving on back to Thomas Dishman and Kisiah (Kizzie). My dad had always said that there was an Indian in the family but didn't 
 want to elaborate on it. I have a first cousin in Monticello that said her mother told her that grandpa Burl told her just before he 
 died that Jefferson and Lydia Dishman came to Wayne County, Ky from North Carolina with nine or ten little Indian babies and 
 an old Indian woman (Kizzie). I can't find Thomas in any of the records that I have found. Kisiah is shown in N.C 1800 & 1810 
 census as head of household. All I have to put Thomas with Kisiah (Kizzie) is that it has been passed down from generation to 
 generation by word of mouth. It is said that the families of someone who married an Indian would disinherit them. Dad always 
 called Thomas, Tom I'm not even sure this was his given name since so many of the names that were given to me were just 
 nicknames. 

 I hope you can help me to make a connection to Thomas. I would really like to work back to when the Dishmans came into the 
 United States. I had a good family life growing up but I want to be able to tell my children and grandchildren where they 
 originated from. I want them to know their heritage and be proud of it. 
 We won't be able to make it to Monticello for the Lecture that you will be giving July 3rd because we already have a commitment 
 for that day in Indiana. I really wish we could be there but the distance is too great to make both. 

 Betty Dishman Gross  – 5-14-1999 








