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 Iredell County marriage records begin in 1788 when Iredell 
 County was formed out of Rowan County. On 12/18/1854  a 
 fire destroyed nearly one half of the town of Statesville 
 including the court house. Lost in the fire were most of the 
 early marriage records prior to 1854. 
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 GREAT FIRE- STATESVILLE IN RUINS.  We are sorry to 
 learn that a very extensive and destructive fire has occurred in 
 Statesville. It originated in an old house between Mr. Bell's 
 Tavern and the residence of the late Dr. Moore, and from 
 thence communicated with Mr. Bell's Tavern which was 
 consumed, together with the whole square, including the 
 corner store occupied by Mr. Grant. The stables were not 
 burned. Mr. Bell lost all his furniture and papers. From thence 
 the fire [cmmunica] to the Court House and Mr. Stockton's 
 store, both of which were entirely destroyed. It then swept 
 down the same side of the street, burning the brick store and 
 all the other buildings on Mr. Simonton's lot, occupied, we 
 believe, by Messrs. Rosebro’, Carlton & Alexander; nor were 
 its ravages stayed until it reached the residence of Mr. 
 Reynolds, which we understand, was saved. 

 The merchants saved a good many of their dry Goods. The 
 Records of the County were also saved. Some of the losers 
 were insured to a small amount. 

 Some of the losers were insured to a small amount. The 
 loss, we suppose, will fall most heavily upon Mr. Bell, the 
 obliging and enterprising proprietor if the Village Hotel, who 

 had gone to considerable expense to repair and fit it up, and 
 who also owned the who square including Mr. Grant’s store 
 and other buildings. 

 The above conflagration occurred on Monday night, the 
 18th instant. 


